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LICENSED INDEPENDENT CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER, STATE OF ALABAMA		January 2017								
															
ACADEMIC TRAINING

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 							May 2000
Master of Social Work with concentration in Children, Youth, and Families

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 							August 1996
Bachelor of Science in Commerce and Business Administration, Management

															
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

University of Alabama, Field Coordinator								2015 – present

Taught both online and face-to-face BSW and MSW field education seminar course
Recruit field agencies for both distance learning and traditional students who are completing internships
Have placed both BSW and MSW students in field placements compatible with their learning goals and needs
Make liaison visits with both distance learning and traditional students in their field agencies
Assist the field office in providing orientation to students, field instructors, and faculty liaisons
Serve on several internal committees within the School of Social Work 
Served as a member of a national consortia related to field education
Serve as the Cohort Manager for the Advanced Standing MSW students 
Present at local, state, and national conferences information related to field education
Co-led Field Reflection Circles, critical conversations with Field Instructors and Faculty Liaisons
Prepared the budget for the field courses for the spring and summer 2023 semesters

															
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
TUSCALOOSA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, Tuscaloosa, Alabama	2002 – 2015
Senior Social Work Supervisor									2010 – 2015
Served as the Quality Assurance and Resource Coordinator Supervisor. Directly supervised the social worker responsible for the oversight of Interstate Compact custody cases and family day care homes.  
Conducted Quality Assurance team meetings and monitored data on a monthly basis for compliance with policy standards
Prepared detailed, bi-annual county reports for the state office 
Approved Medicaid and other service providers for the agency
Scheduled and facilitated monthly in-service meetings
Completed MAT assessments to ensure foster children were placed at the appropriate level of care
Oversaw Family Day Care Licensing to ensure county family day cares were in compliance with minimum standards
Interviewed potential student interns and facilitated their placement at DHR

Senior Social Work Supervisor 									2007 – 2010
Supervised seven social workers in the oversight of intake, CAN investigations, and dependency placements. 
Supervised intake unit comprised of two county employees to assure accurate reports assigned timely
Acted as the court liaison between Juvenile Court and Tuscaloosa County DHR
Supervised three county employees who performed court-ordered home evaluations 
Supervised two county employees who conducted child abuse and neglect investigations
Ensured policy standards met to allow for timely contacts, data entry, and safe-case closure		
Attended biweekly multi-disciplinary meetings 

Senior Social Worker											2002 – 2007
Coordinated services with area social service, mental health, and medical agencies in order to assist clients
Complied with timeframes and work standards as set forth in State DHR policy
Maintained case records for over 18 assigned children and families

JEFFERSON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, Birmingham, Alabama	2000 – 2002
Senior Social Worker											2000 – 2002
Represented Jefferson County DHR in Family Court and completed foster parent adoptions
Worked with various city, county and state agencies to ensure assigned children and families received vital services
Provided monthly reports to the State Office of Adoption and the Jefferson County Department of Human Resources

															
COURSES TAUGHT

SW 100, Introduction to Social Work
SW 443, Integrative Seminar
SW 445, Honors Integrative Field Seminar 
SW 490, Field Education
SW 534, Integrative Field Seminar
SW 535, Integrative Field Seminar
SW 590, Field Education I-A
SW 591, Field Education I-B
SW 595, Field Education II-A
SW 596, Field Education II-B

															
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA COMMITTEES

Member, MSW Program Committee							November 2015 - present 
Member, Field Advisory Committee							2013 – present
Member, Field Future Committee							November 2015 – May 2018
Member, Field Education Program Committee						August 2018 - present
Member, Admissions Committee							August 2016 – August 2018	
											August 2021 – May 2023
Co-Chair, Diversity Committee								August 2017 – May 2019
Member, Diversity Committee								August 2017 – present
MSW Rep, Executive Committee							August 2017 – May 2018
Field Rep, Executive Committee							September 2022 – May 2023 
Level II Coordinator, United Way Campaign Committee					August 2017 – December 2017
Level II Coordinator, United Way Campaign Committee					August 2018 – December 2018
Level II Coordinator, United Way Campaign Committee					August 2019 – December 2019
Level II Coordinator, United Way Campaign Committee					August 2020 – December 2020
Level 1 Coordinator, United Way Campaign Committee					August 2021 – December 2021
Level 1 Coordinator, United Way Campaign Committee					August 2022 – December 2022
SBIRT Implementation and Improvement Committee					August 2017 – August 2019
Member, Continuity of Operations Committee						August 2017 – May 2020
Member, Scholarship Committee							August 2018 – May 2023
Member, Pillar 3 Committee								March 2017 – April 2019	
Member, NTRC Committee								October 2017 - present	
Member, Search Committee – Coordinator of Field Placements				June 2018 – September 2018
											August 2022 
											March 2023 
Member, Workload Assignment Committee						August 2018 – May 2019
Member, Search Committee - Tenure Track Faculty (2 positions)				October 2019 – March 2020
Member, MSW Curriculum Committee							February 2019 – present
Member, Search Committee – Field Education Specialist					April 2018 – May 2018
											February 2021
											April 2022 
											March 2023
Member, Dean’s Faculty Advisory Committee						August 2019 – present
Member, MSW Reinstatement Committee						August 2019 – August 2021
Member, MSW Reinstatement Committee						September 2022 – May 2023 
Member, International Student Support Group						August 2019 – March 2020
Member, Environmental Justice Panel Committee					August 2019 – October 2019
Chair, Gundy Award Committee							February 2020 – May 2020
Member, Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee							February2020 – December 2021
Member, Ad Hoc Policy Committee & Member of Dismissal Sub-Committee		November2020-December 2021 
Alternate, Faculty Senate 								April 2020 – March 2022
Member, Continuing Education Program Committee					August 2020 - April 2022
Chair, Search Committee – Instructor							August 2021 – April 2022
Member, Faculty Senate,								April 2022 – present 
Student Life Committee, Faculty Senate 							August 2022 - present		
Member, Staff Excellence Award Committee						March 2022	
WellBama Ambassador, School of Social Work						October 2022 – present
Co-Chair, University of Alabama United Way Capital Campaign				August 2023 – present 	
														
STATE COMMITTEES

Chair, Alabama Field Consortium							June 2021 – July 2022 
Co-Chair, Alabama Field Consortium							May 2020 – June 2021
Member, Alabama Field Consortium							July 2021 - present 
															
NATIONAL COMMITTEES

Co-Chair, SWDE Administrative Committee Workgroup 				April 2017 – May 2019
Member, NANFED Consortia Chairs Group						July 2021 – August 2022

															
CONFERENCES ATTENDED

West Alabama Gerontological Association, Services Available from AIDB		December 2015
The University of Alabama School of Social Field Instructor Workshop			January 2016
Doing What Matters for Alabama’s Children, Tuscaloosa, Alabama			January 2016
Alabama NASW Advocacy Day, Montgomery, Alabama					February 2016
Alabama Conference of Social Work Annual Conference	, Orange Beach, Alabama	February 2016
UA Fall Social Work Conference							August 2016
Alabama Mississippi Social Work Conference						October 2016
CSWE APM, Atlanta, Georgia 								November 2016
Alabama Conference of Social Work Annual Conference	, Orange Beach, Alabama	February 2017
Social Work Distance Education (SWDE), San Antonio, Texas 				April 2017
Fall Social Work Conference								October 2017
CSWE APM, Dallas, Texas								October 2017
The Association of Baccalaureate Social Work Program Directors (BPD), Atlanta, GA	March 2018
Social Work Distance Education Conference (SWDE), San Antonio, Texas 		April 2018		
AIDB Case Specialist Conference (by invitation)	, Orange Beach, Alabama		August 2018
Alabama Mississippi Social Work Conference						October 2018
Council on Social Work Education APM, Orlando, Florida				November 2018
Washington DC Policy and Advocacy Fly-In						March 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 
											April 2022
Social Work Distance Education (SWDE), San Antonio, Texas				April 2019	
AIDB Case Specialist Conference (by invitation), Tuscaloosa, Alabama			August 2019
CSWE APM, Denver, Colorado								October 2019
Alabama Mississippi Social Work Conference, Oxford, Mississippi			October 2019
Fall Social Work Conference, Virtual							October 2020
CSWE APM, Virtual									November 2020
Anti-Racism Virtual Summit, Virtual							March 2021
Doing What Matters for Alabama’s Children, Virtual					February 2021
CSWE APM, Orlando, Florida								November 2021
Alabama Conference of Social Work							February 2022
Social Work Distance Education, Virtual						April 2022
Alabama Mississippi Social Work Conference						October 2022
CSWE APM, Anaheim, California 							November 2022
Washington, D.C. Policy and Advocacy Fly-In						March 2024

														
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

The University of Alabama School of Social Field Instructor Workshop			August 2016, January 2017
	The Essentials of Field

Alabama Mississippi Social Work Conference						October 2016
	Using Technology to Enhance Distance Learning Field Experience

Social Work Distance Education (SWDE)						April 2017
	A Plan of Action: One Field Education Program’s Approach to Distance 
	Education

Fall Social Work Conference								October 2017
	The Magic Mix for Field: Uniting Baby Boomers to Millennials Successfully

Council on Social Work Education APM						October 2017
	A Nontraditional Collaborative Partnership between EMS and Social Work 
Field Education

Field Instructor Workshop								January 2018
	The Magic Mix for Field: Uniting Baby Boomers to Millennials Successfully

Baccalaureate Program Directors Conference						March 2018
	From Reflection to Action: Facilitating a Social Work Student-Led
	Response

Social Work Distance Education (SWDE)						April 2018
	The Magic Mix for Field: Uniting Baby Boomers to Millennials Successfully
	in Distance Learning Programs	
	
	Strategy, Structure, and Support: Developing an Online Field Placement 
	Information System

Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind (AIDB) (by invitation)				August 2018
	The Magic Mix: Uniting Baby Boomers to Millennials Successfully

Alabama Mississippi Social Work Conference						October 2018
	The Magic Mix: Uniting Baby Boomers to Millennials Successfully

Council on Social Work Education APM						November 2018
	Putting the “I” in Team

	The Magic Mix: Uniting the Generations Successfully	

Social Work Distance Education (SWDE)						April 2019
	From Reflection to Action: Facilitating a Social Work Student-Led 
Response through Distance Education

Council on Social Work Education APM						October 2019
	A Generational Perspective: The Evolution of field Education from 
Yesterday to Tomorrow

An Exploration of Field Instructors’ Perspectives on Field Education
Standards 

Transformative Learning: Helping Field Students Build Professional
Competence Through the Use of E-Portfolios

Alabama-Mississippi Social Work Education Conference 
Transformative Learning: Helping Field Students Build Professional
Competence Through the Use of E-Portfolios

AIDB Annual Meeting (by Invitation)							August 2019
	Technology and Young Children

Council on Social Work Education							November 2020
	International Student Support in Field: One Program’s Approach

	Own Your Vote: A Mobilizing Intervention to Build Student Competence
	In Civic Engagement

Council on Social Work Education							November 2021
	Remote Pods – Providing Accessible Field Education to Students
	Concerned about COVID-19

Social Work Distance Education								April 2022
	Remoted Pods – Providing Accessible Field Education to Students
	Concerned about COVID-19 (accepted but had to cancel)

	Sustainable Pandemic Shifts: What Stays and Goes in One Field
	Education Program

The University of Alabama School of Social Work Field Instructor Workshop		July 2022
	Promoting Racial Justice in Field Education

	The Essentials: What you Need to Know

Alabama-Mississippi Social Work Education Conference				October 2022
	Helping Field Students Build Professional Competence Through 
	the Use of E-Portfolios

The University of Alabama School of Social Work Field Instructor Workshop		July 2023
	The Essentials	

															
PUBLICATIONS

Ruggiano, N., *Ellis, T., Gibson, K. B., Smith, S. T., Turner, C. A., Curington, A. M., Phelps, C. C., Ferruccio, A., 
Fendley, K. (in press). The Unity Wall Project: A Student-led Community Organizing Effort to Advance Public 
Discourse on Social Justice. Journal of Community Practice.

Cheatham, L. P., Smith, S., Siler, M., Johnson, K., Turner, C. A., Wilkes, S. K., Shah, A. A., Johnson, L., Swails, P. L., 
*Lopaczynski, J. (2020)."Own Your Vote": A Novel Approach to Teach Social Workers about Voting Rights

															
VOLUNTEER AND INTER-AGENCY ACTIVITIES: Poor People’s Campaign (June 2022, October 2022, February 2023), Ability Alliance of West Alabama Board of Directors, Member (April 2022 – present), Turning Point Board of Directors, Member (February 2022 – present), Alabama River Alliance CTC Group (June 2021 – January 2023), Walt Maddox for Governor Campaign Volunteer (July 2018 – November 2018), World of Work (October 2018), Tuscaloosa County Department of Human Resources Quality Assurance Committee (August 2018 – August 2021), WGRC Pack-a-Purse Fundraiser SSW (January 2020 – February 2020), United Way Day of Action (June 2017, June 2018, June 2019, June 2021, June 2022), League of Women Voters of Greater Tuscaloosa (2017 – 2018), WUAL Board of Friends (2016 – 2021), Brewer-Porch Children’s Center Advisory Committee (2014 – 2015), Child Abuse Prevention Services Board of Directors (2007 – 2016), Tuscaloosa Heart Gallery Alabama Advisory Committee (2006 – 2015), West Alabama Coalition for the Homeless (2008 – 2010), Therapeutic Programs, Inc. Quality Assurance Committee (2003 – 2007), Junior League of Tuscaloosa (2001 – 2004), Juvenile Conference Committee, Northport Panel (2000 – 2004)


